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Meet some of 
BIHMST sports  
correspondents

 William M. Larsha, Jr.

Ashley Braun Gendek

BIH MST Travelers, join  
correspondents 

William M. Larsha, Jr. 
 and 

Ashley Braun Gendek  
in their sports 

coverage of University of 
Memphis Tigers, Memphis 

Grizzlies, Memphis 
Redbirds,Tennessee Titans, 
Southern Heritage Classic,  

World Golf Championships-
FedEx St. Jude Invitational ,  

Soccer, and 
much, much more on  

The Mid-South Tribune  
and the Black 

Information Highway at 
www.blackinformation 

highway . com 
 

Welcome, Travelers! 

Jersey Mike’s Subs Donates 
$300K to Wreaths Across 
America 

see sports-ent. 5 
*** 

Pepsi Stronger Together An-
nounces Multi-Year with 
WNBPA and Girls on the Run 

see sports page 4 
*** 

Titans Host Saints 
see sports page 4 

*** 
NFL Stars Shaun Alexander  
& Ben Watson Help Atlanta 
Kids of Incarcerated Parents 

see sports-ent. 5 
*** 

Sportfishing Fans Can Catch 
Redfish Cup Championship 
on Fox and Bassmaster.com 

see sports page 3

NFL announces nominees for Salute  
to Service Award presented by USAA; 
TN Titans John Williams honored 

UofM dedicates Larry 
Finch Plaza to honor 
coach’s achievements
By William M. Larsha, Jr., 
Senior Sports Correspondent 
The Mid-South Tribune 

and the 
Black Information Highway 

 
MEMPHIS- On October 28, 
2021, The University of Mem-
phis dedicated Larry Finch Plaza 
on its Park Avenue Campus. It 
was a tribute to the School's 
greatest basketball player and 
one the City's most important and 
beloved persons. The Plaza is lo-
cated near the entrance to the 
Park Avenue Campus and is ac-

 The NFL and USAA, an official 
NFL Salute to Service partner, 
announced the 2021 nominees for 
the eleventh annual Salute to 
Service Award presented by 
USAA. The Salute to Service 
Award recognizes NFL players, 
coaches, staff and alumni with 
demonstrable commitment to 
honoring and supporting military 
and veteran communities, as 
nominated by NFL clubs. 
 Finalists are scheduled to be an-
nounced in January, and the re-
cipient will be recognized at NFL 
Honors, a primetime awards spe-
cial to air nationally the week of 
Super Bowl LVI. 
"Now more than ever, it's essen-
tial that our nation come together 
to support and show appreciation 
for those Americans who are 
serving and have served our 
country, as well as their families," 
said Vice Admiral (Ret.) John 

MEMPHIS, TN– The Memphis 
Hustle recently announced the 
broadcast schedule for the 2021-
22 Showcase Cup and regular 
season. The Hustle will tip-off 
regular season play on Thursday, 
Dec. 30, at Rio Grande Valley at 
7:30 p.m. on ESPN+. 
 All Hustle games at Landers 
Center this season will be called 
by Eli Savoie and Jon Roser. Sa-

Larry Finch

centuated with a statue of the leg-
end. 
 After starring at Memphis Mel-
rose High, a few miles from 
where the Plaza sits, Finch came 
to the Tigers in 1970. He played 
until 1973. His decision to play 
for the Tigers was historic and 
heroic. It helped begin a healing 
process in a deeply divided City. 
Finch came along shortly after 
the assassination of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. in downtown 
Memphis. That event caused in- Please see sports page 4

After starring at Memphis 
Melrose High, a few miles 
from where the Plaza sits, 
Finch came to the Tigers in 
1970. He played until 1973. 
His decision to play for the 
Tigers was historic and he-
roic. It helped begin a healing 
process in a deeply divided 
City. Finch came along 
shortly after the assassination 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
in downtown Memphis. 

creased racial strife in an already 
segregated population. Many 
wanted Finch to play elsewhere. 
He decided to stay home. That 
decision helped bring the com-
munity together through basket-
ball. The Tigers were the City's 
team, with both black and white 
rooting for them together. 
 In 1973, Finch led the Tigers to 
their first NCAA Championship 
game. There, they would fall 
short to a record-breaking per-
formance by UCLA's Bill Wal-
ton. Regardless, Finch set the 
stage for the future success of 
Memphis basketball. Following 
his lead, several generations of 
Memphis high school basketball 
stars decided to stay and play for 
the hometown University. At one 
time in the 80's, the entire team 
was made up of players from 
Memphis. 
 Finch continued his commitment 
to the University by becoming 
the head Coach in 1986 after a 
stint as an assistant. He coached 
until 1997. He sent eight players 
to the NBA. Two of those 

Bird, USAA Senior Vice Pres-
ident of Military Affairs. "This 
year's nominees for the Salute to 
Service Award presented by 
USAA all deserve special rec-
ognition for stepping up to sup-
port our military community, and 
we are encouraged to see this list 
of diverse nominees coming 
from all areas of the NFL organ-
ization." 
 Last year's recipient was Steve 
Cannon, CEO of the Atlanta Fal-
cons' parent company AMB 

Sports and Entertainment. Can-
non will serve on the award panel 
and vote to select the 2021 Salute 
to Service Award recipient. 
 As the presenting sponsor of the 
Salute to Service Award, USAA, 
a leading provider of insurance 
and other financial services to 
U.S. military members, veterans 
and their families, will contribute 
$25,000 in the recipient's name to 
official aid societies representing 
all U.S. military branches. The 
NFL will match USAA's contrib-
ution by donating an additional 
$25,000 to the awardee's military 
or veteran charity of choice. 
 The Salute to Service Award is 
part of the NFL and USAA's 
year-round commitment to rec-
ognize and honor the military and 
veteran community. Each year, 
the NFL and its 32 teams come 
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voie returns for his fourth season 
as the play-by-play voice of the 
Memphis Hustle, while Roser 
enters his fourth season as the 
color commentator and his fifth 
season overall on the Hustle 
broadcast. Notably, the Hustle 
will have two games broadcasted 
nationally on NBATV, including 
a matchup against Mexico City 
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Memphis Hustle announces  
schedule for Showcase Cup 
and the regular season 


